A Summer with Social Impact
From racial justice to the COVID-19 crisis, O’Melveny’s 2020 summer
associate class tackled real-world issues for real clients during
our social-impact-focused summer program, #PracticeinPlace.
Ahead, they share highlights from their experiences.
This series originally appeared on the firm’s Instagram account, @omelvenymyers.

Wisconsin Voting Rights
Century City summers Aly Bailey, a 3L at @Stanfordlawschool, and Matt Clarkston, a 3L at
@Berkeleylaw, spent part of their summer helping to ensure Wisconsin voters can safely and
equitably cast ballots in the November election.
Aly Bailey, Century City Summer, Stanford Law
Aly’s favorite part of the experience was preparing an
election administration expert for deposition and then
seeing the fruits of her labor. “It was exciting to have
a hand in preparing an expert to testify, and it was
great to be able to observe a Zoom-age deposition,”
she says.

Matt Clarkson, Century City Summer, Berkeley Law
For Matt, the highlight was the unique learning
opportunities the case presented in understanding
how elections are administered and in its broad
scope, including four consolidated cases litigating a
litany of thorny issues. “The time-sensitive nature and
fast pace of the case meant that I was able to see
much more of the ‘lifecycle’ of a case than would be
possible in traditional litigation,” he says.
While a favorable ruling was issued on September 21,
it is expected to be appealed, and Aly and Matt will be
watching closely for the final result.
“There should be many exciting developments leading
up to the election, and I’m looking forward to tracking
them as they unfold,” Matt says.
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Compassionate Release
Washington, DC summers Nathan Tschepik, a 3L at @uchicagolaw, and Sean Brennan, a 3L
at @umichlaw, spent part of their summer representing a prisoner with a heightened risk of severe
illness from COVID-19. Nathan researched cases where a court granted a motion for
compassionate release based on extraordinary and compelling reasons and drafted part of an
accompanying motion, while Sean assisted with interviewing a medical expert and drafting the
accompanying expert declaration following the interview.

Nathan Tschepik, Washington, DC Summer, University of Chicago Law
“Working on the case was one of the most meaningful
experiences I have had in law school,” Nathan says.
“After drafting my portion of the motion, I had the
opportunity to speak with the client to explain our
arguments and strategies, answer his questions,
and also to just simply check in with him. Hearing his
inspirational story of rehabilitation and having the
chance to talk with him about his life really drove home
the high stakes of our work.”

Sean Brennan, Washington, DC Summer, University of Michigan Law
In addition to supporting the expert interview,
Sean conducted research on the client’s illness and
how the pandemic has disproportionately affected
prison populations. He found the experience
rewarding on both a professional and personal level.
“Professionally, it was my first opportunity to
participate directly in an interview, and my
supervisors gave me a lot of ownership of the entire
process. Personally, working on this matter reminded
me of the power and responsibility we all have as
members of the legal profession to help those in need
—especially during this global pandemic,” Sean says.
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Client Interviews Concerning COVID-19 Hardships
Los Angeles summer Pauline Nguyen, a @uchicagolaw 3L, spent part of her summer interviewing
Angelenos on how COVID-19 is affecting their lives. She, along with partner David Deaton, fellow
summers Evan Jackson and Alex Ligouri, and several other O’Melveny lawyers, worked with the
Levitt Quinn Family Law Center in researching the most prevalent legal issues facing the community
to inform how they can better support those most in need.
Pauline Nguyen, Los Angeles Summer, University of Chicago Law
“I am from Southern California, so it meant a lot to
be able to help the community where I grew up,”
she says.
Pauline notes that her work with Levitt Quinn
presented an excellent opportunity to hone her
interviewing skills, as she was able to take the
lead on client interviews while also shadowing
and picking up techniques from LA partner
Stephen Sullivan.
“The collaborative environment made the project
that much more enjoyable,” Pauline says.

COVID Small Business Clinic
Newport Beach summer and @Vandylawlife 3L Olivia Hartjen spent part of her summer supporting
a legal clinic for small businesses impacted by COVID-19. One such client was a janitorial services
business seeking advice on how to address customers who were backing out of contracts that
included force majeure clauses—an especially prevalent issue for small businesses in light of the
pandemic. Olivia and her supervising attorney helped the client evaluate whether to pursue breach
of contract claims.
Olivia Hartjen, Newport Beach Summer, Vanderbilt Law
“I’m used to spotting the legal issues and identifying
how a plaintiff can prevail, but sometimes the best
advice is to avoid litigation altogether,” Olivia says.
“This experience helped bridge the gap between
what I’ve learned in law school and how to apply
that to practical client advice.”
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Pennsylvania Education Funding
New York summer Etienne Dumas, a @howardlawschool 3L who also summered with us in 2019 as
part of the Law in Technology Diversity Collaborative, spent part of his summer working to ensure
that all Pennsylvania students have access to a high-quality public education. Pennsylvania has one
of the widest funding gaps between low-wealth and high-wealth districts in the country, and the gap
has become even more stark as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The matter hits close to home
for Etienne, who as a Pennsylvania native has “witnessed first-hand the impact of poor educational
resources.”

Etienne Dumas, New York Summer, Howard Law
Etienne, along with fellow summers Naomi Riemer,
Kevin Day, Guus Duindam, Andrew Ezekoye, Timur
Akman-Duffy, and Alex McDonald, helped our trial
team prepare its challenge of Pennsylvania’s school
funding system by reviewing and categorizing the
large volume of evidence collected during discovery,
including dozens of deposition transcripts, for
argument development.
“The pro bono experience allowed me and the
summers to get hands on experience with clients
and work alongside great attorneys at the firm. I can
take the experience from this summer and use it to be
a better attorney in the years to come,” Etienne says.
Etienne’s favorite part of this meaningful pro bono
experience was “knowing that the work I was doing
was going to help kids on the very street I grew up on.”
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ACLU Legal Research
Silicon Valley summer and William T. Coleman, Jr. Diversity fellow Alero Egbe, a 2L at
@stanfordlawschool, along with Lauren Averill, a 3L at @ucilaw, spent part of their summer
researching the viability of potential constitutional claims related to police misconduct, including
excessive force and racial profiling.

Alero Egbe, Silicon Valley Summer, UC Irvine Law
Through their research, Alero and Lauren took a
deep dive into legal concepts like qualified immunity
and its effect on police misconduct jurisprudence,
and the relationship between the Eighth and
Fourteenth Amendments as they relate to convicted
vs. pre-convicted individuals in police custody.

Lauren Averill, Silicon Valley Summer, UC Irvine Law
“The issues we researched are at the forefront of
public debate today,” Lauren says. “This experience
inspired me to become more involved in my
community and do my part. I now volunteer as a
Legal Observer with the National Lawyer Guild to
ensure the rights of protesters are protected to the
fullest extent required by law.”
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COVID-19 Corporate Guidance
COVID-19 has thrown many small businesses into crisis as they have been forced to shutter or
move to an entirely online service model for the first time ever. BibimBar SF, normally reliant on the
Financial District lunch crowd, was faced with such a situation. San Francisco summer Genevieve
Carter, a 3L @northwesternlaw, assisted BibimBar with the transition, including navigating the
complicated world of privacy laws to help BibimBar establish a thriving online presence.

Genevieve Carter, San Francisco Summer, Northwestern Law
Drawing upon her experience as a brand strategist
to understand how data was being sourced and used
for marketing and how consumers would be
interacting with the website, Genevieve found this
pro bono experience particularly meaningful. She
was also given the responsibility to lead the
interactions with the client to explain the legal issues
presented by operating online, including a terms of
use agreement and a privacy policy. “It was a huge
growing experience, applying my past work experience
with a legal opportunity,” Genevieve says.
Although the summer was entirely virtual, Genevieve
felt that “O’Melveny’s culture of making pro bono a
priority shone through.” Pro bono projects offer a
chance for junior attorneys to build certain legal skill
sets early, and she “enjoyed seizing those
opportunities as a summer.”
“While the COVID-19 pandemic has certainly raised
the stakes for pro bono litigation, it really clarified ways
corporate attorneys could make a difference. Being able
to provide businesses with the legal protection they need
to stay open during a pandemic was incredibly fulfilling,”
Genevieve shares.
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